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BY ZEKE MILLER 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President Joe 
Biden on Wednesday announced 
new employer tax credits and other 
steps to encourage people reluctant 
to be inoculated to get the COVID-19 
vaccine as his administration tries to 
overcome diminishing demand for 
the shots. The moves came as Biden 
celebrated reaching his latest goal of 
administering 200 million coronavi-
rus doses in his fi rst 100 days in offi ce.

With more than 50% of adults at 
least partially vaccinated and roughly 
28 million vaccine doses being deliv-
ered each week, demand has eclipsed 
supply as the constraining factor to 
vaccinations in much of the country. 

In a White House speech on 
Wednesday, Biden acknowledged 
entering a “new phase” in the federal 
vaccination effort that relies on in-
creased outreach to Americans to get 
their shots, both to protect them and 
their communities.

“Vaccines can save your own life, 
but they can also save your grand-
mother’s life, your co-worker’s life, 
the grocery store clerk or the delivery 
person helping you and your neigh-
bors get through the crisis,” Biden 

BY BERENICE GARCIA
STAFF WRITER

With early voting already under-
way in an election that will decide 
the next mayor of McAllen, the can-
didates made another pitch to voters 
during a debate Wednesday after-
noon.

The fi ve mayoral candidates took 
turns reiterating their positions and 
vision for the city as well as what they 
would do if elected to offi ce during 
an event hosted by the LIBRE Initia-
tive, a right-leaning nonprofi t group.

On immigration, Michael Fallek 
said the city needs to ensure it is 
working with their federal partners. 
He wanted to ensure asylum seekers 
were tested for COVID-19 and put 
through background checks.

“We need to ensure that the fed-
eral government has an actual plan 
to move these people through the 
process outside of our city. We don’t 
have control over them coming in 
but we need to make sure and push 
our federal partners hard enough to 
be sure that they are moving outside 
of our city and aren’t clogging up and 
inundating our society.”

Frances’ song

Delcia Lopez | dlopez@themonitor.com
A photograph of Abraham and Frances Gersten, his grandparents, is placed next to the chair of Michael Gersten during the Holocaust 
Remembrance Day Ceremony at the McAllen Performing Arts Center. Gersten performed excerpts of a new work he composed that follows 
three Holocaust women, one being his late grandmother Frances.

COVID-19 travel restrictions extended again
BY LAURA B. MARTINEZ
STAFF WRITER

The COVID-19 related travel 
restrictions across the United 
States border with Mexico and 
Canada have been extended 
again.

The Department of Home-
land Security states the re-
strictions outlined in the Noti-
fi cations of Temporary Travel 
Restrictions are temporary in 
nature and shall remain in ef-
fect until 10:59 p.m. CDT on 
May 21, 2021, unless other-
wise rescinded by the DHS. 

The restrictions fi rst went 
into effect on March 21, 2020. 
They were to end Wednesday.

Under the restrictions, the 
U.S. is temporarily limiting 
inbound lane border crossing 
from Mexico and Canada to 
“essential travel.”

The DHS states the restric-

tions suspends the entry into 
the United States via land 
border, ferry crossing, rail, or 
through coastal ports of entry 

from Canada and/or Mexico, 
as immigrants or non-immi-
grants for any travel that is not 
deemed essential

The U.S. Embassy and Con-
sulates in Mexico said this ac-
tion does not prevent U.S. Cit-
izens from returning home.

 
WHO IS CONSIDERED AN 
“ESSENTIAL” TRAVELER? 

>>Citizens and lawful per-
manent residents returning to 
the United States.

>>Individuals traveling for 
medical purposes (e.g., to re-
ceive medical treatment in the 
United States).

>>Individuals traveling to 
attend educational institu-
tions.

>>Individuals traveling to 
work in the United States (e.g., 
individuals working in the ag-
riculture industry who must 
travel between the United 
States and Canada or Mexico 
in furtherance of such work).

BY XAVIER ALVAREZ
STAFF WRITER

McALLEN — The city in association 
with Temple Emanuel held a Holo-
caust Remembrance Day ceremony at 
the McAllen Performing Arts Center on 
Wednesday afternoon to honor the lives 
lost and remember the lessons learned 
from the horrors of the Holocaust.

As part of the observance, students 
from Temple Emanuel’s religious school 
read poetry written by Holocaust vic-
tims, and excerpts of an original compo-
sition was performed by members of the 
South Texas College faculty. 

The piece was composed by STC’s as-
sistant professor of woodwinds, Michael 
Gersten, and was inspired by his grand-
mother, Frances Gersten, a Holocaust 

survivor.
The event was broadcast live on 

McAllen’s Spectrum channel, website 
and YouTube channel as well as Temple 
Emanuel’s Facebook page and wel-
comed people of all faiths.

Yom HaShoah, also known as Holo-
caust Remembrance Day, is not only 

White House 
offers new tax 
credit to spur 
vaccinations

Contenders talk
about handling of
migrant surge and
city fiscal matters

As McAllen remembers Holocaust, survivor’s 
grandson debuts new music in her honor

Denise Cathey | Brownsville Herald
A long line of waiting cars stretches across the length of the bridge 
in November 2020 as travelers wait to cross into Matamoros at the 
Gateway International Bridge.
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Remember
Your Mom this
Mother’s Day

with a 
lovely tribute.
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PUBLICATION DATE:
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or email Imartinez@rgvmedianetwork.com or lsalazar@rgvmedianetwork.com

I wish heaven
had visiting 

hours so I could 
see and talk to 

you again.

Deadline: May 3rd

He said they also need-
ed to ensure that they 
were being reimbursed 
for any costs the city in-
curred.

Javier Villalobos, cur-
rent city commissioner 
for District 1, said he 
agreed with Fallek, add-
ing that the city should 
continue limiting how 
much they expend on re-

sources for migrants.
“Because you’re right, 

it is not a 
m u n i c i -
pal issue,” 
V i l l a l o b o s 
said. “It’s a 
federal gov-
ernment is-
sue.”

B r a n d 
m o s t l y 
agreed with both but de-
viated from Villalobos, 
saying that as mayor he 

would spend as much as 
he needed to help them 
move on 
from McAl-
len to their 
destination.

C u r r e n t 
D i s t r i c t 
6 Com-
m i s s i o n e r 
V e r o n i c a 
W h i t a c r e 
said the city so far had 
done their due diligence 
by helping the migrant 

seekers and thanked 
members of the com-
munity for 
also pitch-
ing in their 
time and 
resources.

Dr. Sha-
hid Rashid 
said they 
couldn’t al-
low McAl-
len to become a sanc-
tuary city and said they 
needed to work with the 
state and federal govern-
ment in addressing the 
issue.

When it came to the 
local economy, Fallek 
said the city needed to 
focus on the $42.6 mil-
lion the city is expected 
to receive through the 
American Rescue Plan, 
a rescue package passed 
by Congress in March.

“We need to formulate 
a plan to utilize those 
funds,” Fallek said. “It is a 
once in a generation op-
portunity to transform 
our society. To provide 
the help that we need to 
give to our citizens, to 
our small businesses.”

Villalobos said agreed 
the city needed to help 
small businesses that 
suffered during that pan-
demic but said they city 
was limited, statutorily, 
from helping business-
es directly but instead 
could help through non-
profits or through other 
organizations.

Brand, however, said 
the majority of the funds 
from the rescue pack-
age needed to go to the 
private sector, believing 
the city was the least im-
pacted during the pan-
demic.

Whitacre noted the city 
previously did help small 
businesses through 
grants and suspended 
utility disconnections 
for a few months.

Rashid lamented the 
city’s small health bud-
get and said, but said 
the city had to be fiscal-
ly conservative in their 
spending by cutting 
down on unnecessary 
spending.

“We’re going to repri-

oritize our objectives 
and we’re going to revisit 
our budget 
to see how 
we could 
be able to 
go through 
this diffi-
cult time,” 
Rashid said.

The five 
c a n d i -
dates agreed that they 
wouldn’t raise prop-
erty taxes on residents 
and also agreed that the 
ports of entry should be 
reopened to nonessen-
tial travel which would 
bring back sales tax rev-
enue the city receives 
from Mexican shoppers.

“I know that all five of 
us agree on that,” Brand 
said. “It is a federal prob-
lem again, that affects 
us economically that 
should not.”

Fallek agreed that it 
was well past the time 
that the bridges should 
have been opened.

“So much of the busi-
nesses formed in McAl-
len, our local small 
businesses but also busi-
nesses from out of town 
that moved into our mar-
ket that is dependent on 
that trade,” Fallek said. 
“We need to make sure 
that we get those bridges 
open as quickly as possi-
ble. We need to commu-
nicate that message to 
the federal government.”

While also in favor, 
Whitacre said the city 
had implemented a so-
lution through the non-
stop flights to and from 
Monterrey which would 
begin through the McAl-
len International Airport 
on Thursday.

However, she said had 
done well during the 
pandemic despite the 
decrease of shoppers 
from Mexico thanks to 
shoppers from here.

“Our own community 
supported our own com-
munity,” she said, adding 
that the city needed to 
be cautious and believed 
international shoppers 
should be tested for CO-
VID-19 if the ports of en-
try should be opened to 

them again.
Rashid agreed the 

b r i d g e s 
needed to 
be opened 
q u i c k l y 
with safety 
m e a s u r e s 
such as CO-
VID testing 
but dis-
agreed on 
how well the city had 
done financially.

“We lost revenues, we 
had to adjust our budget 
and we didn’t do well,” 
he said. “We only did 
well because we had the 
stimulus money.”

Villalobos staunchly 
disagreed with Rashid’s 
assessment of the city’s 
economy, insisting that 
they were doing “excel-
lent.”

“The region itself has 
survived beautifully. Our 
sales tax dollars are up. 
Now what has affected 
us is some other issues 
with COVID that we were 
able to subsidize with 
the (CARES Act) money 
and that really helped 
us,” Villalobos said. “But 
as far as the economy, 
otherwise -- excellent.”

In response, Rashid 
pointed to the continued 
high levels of unemploy-
ment rate and poverty in 
the region to which Vil-
lalobos said those were 
not municipal issues.

“That’s the federal gov-
ernment, that’s the state 
government and some of 
it is county,” Villalobos 
said. “Municipal, we deal 
with water, sewer, streets, 
public safety, parks -- 
those types of matters, 
not these matters.”

“The city of McAllen is 
doing great,” he said.

Early voting contin-
ues through April 27 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 
three polling locations: 
Firemen’s Pump House 
at 201 N. First St.; Palm 
View Community Center 
at 3401 Jordan Ave.; and 
Lark Community Center 
at 2601 Lark Ave.

Election day is May 1.

bereniceg@
themonitor.com

ELECTION 
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Fallek Brand Rashid Villalobos Whitacre

observed as a day to 
commemorate the 6 mil-
lion Jewish lives lost and 
honor those who sur-
vived, but to remember 
the lessons learned.

“We must vow to never 
forget this sin against 
humanity,” McAllen 
Mayor Jim Darling said 
in a news release. “How-
ever, one only has to look 
around the world to rec-
ognize that the lessons 
of that horrible time in 
the collective history of 
human beings seem to 
have been forgotten.”

Lessons remembered 
through Yom HaShoah 
are just as significant to-
day, according to Temple 
Emanuel’s Rabbi Nathan 
Farb, who called atten-
tion to the plight of mi-
grants at Wednesday’s 
ceremony.

“Jewish ethical teach-
ings tell us that we must 
recognize the humanity 
in every individual per-
son and to honor that 
humanity with dignity,” 
Farb said. “Whether it is 
a migrant refugee cross-
ing the border or a mem-
ber of an ethnic minori-
ty in China or the Middle 
East.”

Near the end of the 
event, six candles were 
lit with each candle rep-
resenting a million of 
the six million Jewish 
lives lost during the Ho-
locaust.

For some members 
who participated in 
Wednesday’s event, not 
only was it a memorable 
occasion but also a per-
sonal one.

FOR FRANCES
Gersten lost his grand-

mother in August of last 

year.
He had already been 

working on a similar 
project as the one per-
formed Wednesday but 
had excluded his grand-
parents, who were both 
survivors, due to feeling 
unable to handle how 
personal their story was 
to him.

“We knew about it as 
kids, we saw the num-
bers tattooed on their 
arms, but it’s not some-
thing they talked about 
a lot,” Gersten said. 
“I don’t know why she 
chose not to talk about 

it with us. I don’t know 
if that was because she 
didn’t want to relive it or 
because she didn’t want 
us to think about her in 
that way. 

“I think maybe she 
just wanted us to think 
of her as just ‘grandma’ 
and not ‘grandma, holo-
caust survivor.’”

Gersten learned more 
about his grandmother’s 
experiences from inter-
views she gave through 
the University of South-
ern California Shoah 
Foundation Institute, 
which were used in the 

video portion of his per-
formance along with 
two other testimonies by 
Gerda Klein and Halina 
Kleiner.

After her death, he 
felt it necessary to con-
tinue to tell her story, 
and decided to include 
her in his project about 
the women taken from 
the same area of south-
ern Poland and sent on a 
death march.

He described her de-
meanor as very quiet 
and “went along with 
things” which he attri-
butes to how she sur-
vived.

His parents told him 
about some of his grand-
mother’s experiences, 
saying if there were gun-
shots, you couldn’t react; 
or if there was a body on 
the ground, you stepped 
over it and kept going.

The survivors couldn’t 
draw attention to them-
selves because that 
meant death.

Frances Gersten car-
ried this long after she 
escaped.

When she was finally 
liberated, she spent time 
in a U.S. military hospi-
tal due to malnourish-
ment and was then sent 
to a refugee camp where 
she met her future hus-
band, Abraham Gersten.

Her maiden name was 
Fella Eichner before she 
married, which Gersten 
paid homage to during 
the first excerpt of his 
performance.

He said the melody 
in the somber song in-
cluded the notes F, E fol-
lowed by F, G — the ini-
tials of his grandmother, 
Fella Eichner and Fran-
ces Gersten.

xalvarez@themonitor.com

HONOR 
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Delcia Lopez | dlopez@themonitor.com
Michael Gersten during the Holocaust Remembrance Day 
Ceremony at the McAllen Performing Arts Center.

Queen thankful for 
‘support, kindness’ 
after Philip’s death
BY PAN PYLAS 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON — Queen 
Elizabeth II has ex-
pressed her thanks for all 
the “support and kind-
ness” shown following 
the death of her hus-
band, Prince Philip. 

In a statement 
Wednesday posted on 
her Twitter account on 
her 95th birthday and 
which she personally 
signed off as Elizabeth 
R, the monarch said it 
has been “a comfort” to 
“see and to hear all the 
tributes to my husband” 
from within the U.K., 
the Commonwealth and 
around the world.

Philip, also known as 
the Duke of Edinburgh, 
died on April 9 at age 99. 
Family and friends gath-
ered for his funeral at St. 
George’s Chapel in Wind-
sor on Saturday to say 
their fi nal farewells.

“My family and I would 
like to thank you all for 
the support and kind-
ness shown to us in re-
cent days,” she said in 
her fi rst remarks since 
Philip’s funeral on Satur-
day, which was limited to 
only 30 guests because of 
coronavirus restrictions.

Because of the limits 
on gatherings, the funeral 
wasn’t accompanied by 
throngs of people arriving 
in Windsor to pay their re-
spects to Philip. 

However, the public 

have found other ways of 
getting their messages of 
support to the royal fam-
ily. Floral tributes with 
cards and letters have 
been left at royal palaces, 
and an online book of 
condolences has been 
opened offering people 
across the globe the op-
portunity to share their 
memories of Philip.

“We have been deeply 
touched, and continue to 
be reminded that Philip 
had such an extraordi-
nary impact on countless 
people throughout his 
life,” she added.

Philip’s death came a 
few months before his 
100th birthday, which 
was due to be the focus 
of royal celebrations this 
year, while the queen’s 
95th was always set to be 
a more low-key event.

The queen said she had 
received “many messages 
of good wishes” for her 
95th birthday, which she 
“very much” appreciated.

She is marking her 
birthday in a low-key 
fashion at Windsor Cas-
tle. Some members of 
the royal family are ex-
pected to be with her on 
Wednesday. Her birthday 
falls within the two-week 
royal mourning period 
for Philip that is being ob-
served until Friday.

British Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson was 
one of many people who 
sent best wishes to the 
monarch.


